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Maya Angelou was born Marguerite Annie Johnson on April 4, 1928, in St.
Louis, Missouri. Her childhood was marked by adversity. When she was
three years old, her parents separated, and she was sent to live with her
grandmother in Stamps, Arkansas. At eight, she was raped by her mother's
boyfriend, a traumatic event that left a lasting impact on her life.

Despite these early challenges, Angelou displayed a remarkable resilience
and determination. She spent hours reading and writing, finding solace in
the world of literature. She also developed a strong bond with her
grandmother, who instilled in her a profound sense of self-worth.

Literary Breakthrough and International Recognition
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Angelou's groundbreaking autobiography brought her international acclaim.

In the 1950s, Angelou moved to San Francisco and became involved in the
civil rights movement. She met prominent figures such as Martin Luther
King Jr. and Malcolm X, who inspired her to use her voice and writing to
fight for social justice.

In 1969, Angelou published her groundbreaking autobiography, "l Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings." The book chronicled her life experiences up to
the age of 17 and was met with critical acclaim. It became a bestseller and
established Angelou as a major literary figure.

Angelou's writing style is characterized by its honesty, lyricism, and
profound insight into the human condition. Her works explore themes of
identity, race, gender, and the search for redemption. She went on to
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publish numerous other works, including poetry collections, novels, and
plays, receiving several prestigious awards and honors.

Civil Rights Activism and Global Impact

Beyond her literary achievements, Angelou was also known for her
unwavering commitment to civil rights and social justice. She actively
participated in protests and marches, speaking out against racism,
discrimination, and oppression. Her powerful and moving words resonated
with people around the world, inspiring and empowering them.

In addition to her literary and activist work, Angelou was also a talented
performer and lecturer. She toured extensively, giving readings, speeches,
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and workshops. She touched the lives of countless individuals, sharing her
experiences and wisdom with audiences worldwide.

Legacy and Inspiration

Angelou's legacy as a writer, activist, and role model continues to inspire millions.
g

Maya Angelou passed away in 2014 at the age of 86. However, her impact
on the world continues to resonate today. Her works have been translated
into over 100 languages and remain widely read and celebrated. She is
remembered as a literary giant, a trailblazing force in the civil rights
movement, and a symbol of hope and resilience for generations to come.

Angelou's life and legacy serve as a testament to the power of the human
spirit. Through her writings, activism, and personal story, she broke
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barriers, raised voices, and inspired countless others to embrace their own
journeys and strive for a more just and equitable world.
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