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Victor Krulak was a visionary Marine who transformed the Corps and left an
enduring legacy. Born in Omaha, Nebraska, he enlisted in the Marine
Corps in 1918 and went on to serve in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.

Krulak was a pioneer in amphibious warfare and helped to develop the
tactics and techniques used by the Marine Corps today. He was also a
gifted strategist and leader, and his writings on leadership and warfare
have been studied by military leaders around the world.

In this article, we will explore the extraordinary life of Victor Krulak, from his
humble beginnings to the heights of military leadership.

Early Life and Career

Victor Krulak was born in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1898. His father was a
Russian immigrant and his mother was a Swedish immigrant. Krulak grew
up in a poor family, and he worked his way through college by sweeping
floors and cleaning windows.

Krulak enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1918. He served in Haiti and
Nicaragua in the 1920s, and he later attended the Marine Corps Schools in
Quantico, Virginia.
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World War II

In World War II, Krulak commanded the 2nd Marine Regiment at the battle
of Guadalcanal. He later commanded the 1st Marine Division at the battle
of Okinawa.

Krulak was a brilliant tactician, and he played a key role in the Marine
Corps' victory in the Pacific War. He was also a gifted strategist, and he
helped to develop the plans for the invasion of Normandy.

Korea and Vietnam

After World War II, Krulak served as the commandant of the Marine Corps
from 1956 to 1960. He retired from the Marine Corps in 1960, but he
remained active in the military community.

Krulak served as a military advisor to President John F. Kennedy during the
Cuban Missile Crisis. He also served as the commander of the United
States Marines in Europe from 1964 to 1966.

Krulak retired from the military for a second time in 1966. He died in 1987
at the age of 89.

Legacy

Victor Krulak was one of the most influential Marines in history. He was a
pioneer in amphibious warfare, a gifted strategist, and a respected leader.
His writings on leadership and warfare continue to be studied by military
leaders around the world.

Krulak's legacy is one of innovation, leadership, and service. He was a true
Marine, and his spirit continues to inspire Marines today.



Victor Krulak was a legendary Marine who shaped the Corps and left an
enduring legacy. His story is one of courage, determination, and leadership.
He is an inspiration to Marines and civilians alike.

If you are interested in learning more about Victor Krulak, I highly
recommend reading his book, "First to Fight." It is a fascinating account of
his life and career.
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