
Unlocking the Hidden Value: A
Comprehensive Guide to Social Cost Benefit
Analysis of Research Infrastructures

Research infrastructures (RIs) play a pivotal role in shaping scientific
advancements, spurring economic growth, and enhancing societal well-
being. However, their true value often remains hidden beneath layers of
complex technicalities. Social Cost Benefit Analysis (SCBA) emerges as a
transformative tool, providing a comprehensive framework to quantify and
articulate the hidden benefits of RIs, empowering decision-makers with
valuable insights to foster informed investments.
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Chapter 1: The Foundation of SCBA for RIs
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This chapter delves into the theoretical underpinnings of SCBA, exploring
its principles, methodologies, and the unique considerations specific to RIs.
It unveils the power of SCBA to capture both tangible and intangible
benefits, addressing the challenges and limitations inherent in the analysis
process.

Chapter 2: Methodologies for Quantifying RI Benefits
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Chapter 2 presents a comprehensive array of methods for quantifying the
diverse benefits of RIs. It explores economic modeling, surveys,
bibliometrics, and other innovative approaches, providing practical
guidance on selecting the most appropriate methods for specific contexts.

Chapter 3: Case Studies of Successful SCBA Applications
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Real-world examples bring SCBA to life in Chapter 3. It presents case
studies from leading RIs, highlighting how SCBA has been instrumental in
demonstrating the transformative impacts on scientific discoveries,
economic development, and societal advancements.

Chapter 4: Integrating SCBA into RI Planning and Decision-Making
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Chapter 4 bridges the gap between theory and practice, providing practical
guidelines for integrating SCBA into RI planning and decision-making. It
offers a step-by-step approach to conducting SCBA, emphasizing the
importance of stakeholder engagement and communication.

Chapter 5: Future Trends and Challenges in SCBA for RIs
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The final chapter explores the evolving landscape of SCBA for RIs,
discussing emerging trends and challenges. It examines the role of big
data, artificial intelligence, and stakeholder involvement in shaping the
future of SCBA, fostering ongoing refinement and innovation.

"Social Cost Benefit Analysis of Research Infrastructures" unveils the
transformative power of SCBA, empowering decision-makers with the
insights they need to unlock the hidden value of RIs. This comprehensive
guide equips readers with the knowledge, tools, and case studies
necessary to harness SCBA's potential, ultimately leading to informed
investments that drive scientific advancements, economic growth, and
societal progress.
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