
Mary Anderson and the Invention of
Windshield Wipers
In the annals of transportation history, Mary Anderson stands as an unsung
heroine. Her invention of the windshield wiper, a seemingly simple yet life-
saving device, transformed the way we travel and ensured the safety of
countless lives.
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Early Life and Inspiration

Mary Anderson was born in Greene County, Alabama, in 1866. Her life took
an unexpected turn in 1902 during a streetcar ride in New York City. As the
streetcar lurched through a torrential downpour, Anderson witnessed the
struggles of the motorman to see clearly through the rain-soaked
windshield.

Anderson's keen observation and compassionate nature sparked an idea
within her. She realized that a device was desperately needed to keep
windshields clear during inclement weather.

The Development of the Windshield Wiper
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Anderson's mind raced with possible solutions. She experimented with
various materials and mechanisms, eventually creating a prototype
consisting of a rubber blade attached to a lever that could be manually
operated from inside the vehicle.

On June 10, 1903, Anderson filed a patent for her invention, which she
described as an "automatic window cleaner." The patent was granted on
November 10, 1903, marking a significant milestone in transportation
safety.

Challenges and Recognition

Despite the brilliance of her invention, Anderson faced resistance from the
male-dominated automotive industry. Some manufacturers dismissed her
idea as impractical, while others stole her design without credit.

Undeterred, Anderson persisted, promoting her invention at trade shows
and seeking support from women's organizations. Gradually, her windshield
wiper gained acceptance and became a standard feature on automobiles.

Legacy and Impact

Mary Anderson's invention has left an enduring legacy on transportation
and public safety. Her windshield wiper has saved countless lives by
improving visibility during rainy, snowy, and icy conditions.

Anderson's story is an inspiration for women in STEM and innovators
worldwide. She demonstrated that even the simplest of ideas, when
pursued with determination, can have a transformative impact on society.

Mary Anderson and Windshield Wipers 21st Century Junior Library



The story of Mary Anderson's invention is beautifully told in the book "Mary
Anderson and Windshield Wipers" from the 21st Century Junior Library
series.

This engaging book is perfect for young readers and features:

Stunning illustrations that bring Anderson's journey to life

Informative text that explains the significance of her invention

Interactive activities that encourage critical thinking and creativity

By reading "Mary Anderson and Windshield Wipers," young readers will
discover the inspiring story of a woman who refused to accept the status
quo and whose ingenuity changed the world forever.

Mary Anderson's invention of the windshield wiper is a testament to the
power of observation, perseverance, and the pursuit of innovation. Her
story serves as a reminder that even the most ordinary objects can have an
extraordinary impact when driven by a passion for making a difference.

As we continue to navigate the challenges of modern transportation, may
we draw inspiration from the legacy of Mary Anderson, a visionary who
transformed the way we travel and ensured the safety of generations to
come.
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