
How to Get an Animation Internship: The
Ultimate Guide
If you're passionate about animation and dreaming of a career in the
industry, securing an internship is an invaluable step. An internship
provides you with hands-on experience, industry connections, and a
glimpse into the daily operations of an animation studio. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with the knowledge and strategies you
need to land your dream animation internship.
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Building a Strong Portfolio

Your portfolio is the cornerstone of your internship application. It showcases
your skills, creativity, and potential as an animator. Here are some tips for
building a strong portfolio:
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Include high-quality work: Showcase your best animations, even if
they're short or unfinished. Focus on pieces that demonstrate your
range of skills and technical proficiency.

Variety is key: Include a mix of 2D, 3D, character animation, visual
effects, and any other relevant animations you've created.

Present your work professionally: Use a clean and organized
layout, and make sure your animations are easy to view and
understand.

Creating an Impressive Resume and Cover Letter

Your resume and cover letter are your chance to introduce yourself and
highlight your qualifications for the internship. Here's how to create effective
documents:

Resume: Focus on your relevant skills, experience, and education.
Quantify your accomplishments whenever possible, and use strong
action verbs to describe your abilities.

Cover letter: Address the specific internship you're applying for and
explain why you're the ideal candidate. Tailor your letter to each
application, highlighting how your skills align with the studio's
requirements.

Networking and Social Media

Networking and building connections are crucial for finding internship
opportunities. Attend industry events, join online animation communities,
and connect with professionals on LinkedIn. Follow animation studios on



social media and engage with their content. Remember to be professional
and respectful in all your interactions.

Mastering the Interview

If you're fortunate enough to be invited for an interview, preparation is key.
Here are some tips for acing the interview:

Research the studio: Familiarize yourself with their work, team, and
culture. This shows that you're genuinely interested in the internship
and the studio itself.

Prepare your portfolio: Be ready to discuss your animations and
explain your artistic choices. Bring a physical or digital portfolio to the
interview for easy reference.

Practice common interview questions: Prepare answers to
questions about your skills, experience, and career goals. Consider
why you're interested in the internship and what you hope to gain from
it.

Additional Tips

Seek feedback: Ask friends, mentors, or professors to review your
portfolio and provide constructive criticism. This can help you identify
areas for improvement.

Don't give up: Apply for multiple internships and be persistent in your
efforts. The more applications you submit, the greater your chances of
success.

Stay informed: Research animation internships through studio
websites, job boards, and industry publications. Keep an eye out for



new opportunities and deadlines.

Securing an animation internship is a competitive process, but with the right
preparation and dedication, you can increase your chances of success. By
building a strong portfolio, crafting impressive resume and cover letter,
networking effectively, mastering the interview, and following these
additional tips, you can showcase your talent, demonstrate your passion,
and land the animation internship that will launch your career. Remember
to remain persistent, seek feedback, and never give up on your dreams.
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