
Globalization, Tourism, and Identity in the
Anthropology of Dance: Exploring the Dance
and Identity Nexus

The dynamic interplay between globalization, tourism, and identity has
captivated scholars and practitioners in various disciplines, including
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anthropology. Within the anthropology of dance, this nexus holds immense
significance as it examines how dance practices shape and are shaped by
global forces, tourist encounters, and individual and collective identity
formations. This article delves into the intricate relationship between
globalization, tourism, and identity in the anthropology of dance, exploring
its theoretical underpinnings, empirical research, and implications for
cultural preservation, identity politics, and intercultural dialogue.
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Globalization and the Transformation of Dance Practices

Globalization has propelled the dissemination of dance forms across
geographical and cultural boundaries, fostering new encounters,
collaborations, and hybrid expressions. As dance practices circulate
globally, they encounter diverse audiences, contexts, and interpretations,
leading to their transformation and adaptation. For instance, the spread of
ballet from its European origins to various parts of the world has resulted in
the emergence of distinct national and regional ballet styles, each with its
unique aesthetic and technical characteristics.
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Moreover, globalization has facilitated the commodification of dance,
turning it into a form of cultural capital that can be bought, sold, and
consumed. Dance companies and performers increasingly tour
internationally, catering to global audiences seeking exotic and authentic
dance experiences. This commercialization of dance can impact the
authenticity and integrity of traditional dance forms, potentially leading to
their standardization and homogenization.

Tourism and the Performance of Dance

Tourism has become a major force in shaping dance practices and
performances around the world. Tourists seek out dance as a form of
entertainment, cultural immersion, and personal enrichment. In response,
local communities and dance practitioners have adapted their dance
performances to cater to tourist demands, sometimes altering their
traditional forms and meanings to appeal to foreign audiences.

For example, in Bali, Indonesia, the Kecak dance, a traditional ritual
performance, has been transformed into a popular tourist attraction. While
the dance retains its core elements, it has been shortened and adapted to
fit into tourist itineraries, potentially diluting its spiritual and cultural
significance.

Identity Formation through Dance

Dance plays a pivotal role in the formation and expression of individual and
collective identities. Through dance, people communicate their cultural
values, beliefs, and histories. Dance practices can provide a sense of
belonging, continuity, and empowerment, reinforcing group cohesion and
distinctiveness.



In the context of globalization and tourism, dance can become a potent tool
for identity negotiation and resistance. As individuals and communities
grapple with the influx of global influences and the pressures of tourism,
dance can serve as a means to preserve cultural heritage, assert local
identities, and challenge dominant narratives.

Theoretical Frameworks

The anthropology of dance draws upon various theoretical frameworks to
understand the complex relationship between globalization, tourism, and
identity. These frameworks include:

Cultural globalization theory examines the processes by which
cultural practices and meanings circulate and transform across global
networks.

Commodification theory explores the ways in which cultural forms
are transformed into commodities that can be bought and sold.

Performance theory focuses on the performative aspects of dance,
considering how dance is constructed, enacted, and interpreted.

Identity theory investigates the formation, negotiation, and expression
of individual and collective identities.

Empirical Research

Empirical research in the anthropology of dance has provided rich insights
into the interplay between globalization, tourism, and identity. Studies have
explored how:

Globalization has influenced the dissemination and transformation of
dance practices in different cultural contexts.



Tourism has shaped the performance and consumption of dance,
leading to both cultural preservation and potential commodification.

Dance has played a role in the formation and expression of individual
and collective identities, both in local and global contexts.

Implications

The research on globalization, tourism, and identity in the anthropology of
dance has significant implications for cultural preservation, identity politics,
and intercultural dialogue. It highlights the need for:

Preserving cultural heritage: Recognizing the potential impact of
globalization and tourism on traditional dance forms, it is crucial to
implement measures to safeguard their authenticity and integrity.

Empowering local communities: Local communities should be
actively involved in the management and presentation of their dance
practices, ensuring that they benefit from tourism and that their cultural
heritage is respected.

Promoting intercultural dialogue: Dance can serve as a powerful
bridge between cultures, fostering mutual understanding, appreciation,
and respect.

The nexus between globalization, tourism, and identity in the anthropology
of dance is a complex and ever-evolving field of inquiry. By examining how
dance practices are shaped by global forces, tourist encounters, and
identity formations, anthropologists provide valuable insights into the
dynamics of cultural change, identity politics, and intercultural dialogue.
Their research contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of dance



in shaping and reflecting the human experience in an increasingly
globalized and interconnected world.
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